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Companies Act 2006: Latest changes effective from 1st October 2009
1. Constitution
Companies incorporated post 1st October 2009 will have a Memorandum of Association which will look very different from the current format. In essence it simply states the details of the subscribers and their desire to form a company; any other information from the current Memorandum will instead be contained in the Articles of Association. A prescribed form of the new style Memorandum of Association is available from Companies House.

Only once an amendment is made to the Articles after 1st October 2009 will existing companies need to prepare a revised version of their Articles incorporating the provisions from the Memorandum. The company must then file both a copy of the amending resolution and either an amended version of the Articles incorporating the provisions of the Memorandum or the updated version of the Articles with the Memorandum annexed at the back.

2. Changing the objects of your company
As at present if a company amends its Articles so as to add, remove or alter a statement of the company’s objects it must notify the Registrar of Companies House. On notification the Registrar will register it, however, from 1st October the amendment will not be effective until entry of that notice on the register. This is an important change as currently the change takes effect on the date of the resolution. In addition a new Form CC04 (statement of company’s objects) must be filed with a copy of the special resolution altering the objects. Companies House has indicated that there will be no filing fee which reflects the current position. Failure to notify will mean that the change is not effective and could result in a company not acting in accordance with its objects.

3. Filing Penalties 
From 1st October the Registrar has a new power to fine companies which fail to file a resolution in respect of an alteration to the Articles of Association. Such filing must still be done within 15 days, but now a failure to comply will be a criminal offence. The Registrar must notify a company that it thinks is in default and failure to comply within a 28 day period will result in a new automatic civil penalty of £200.

4. Company Forms
The Act requires in the region of 200 company forms, some are revised versions of existing forms and some are completely new. All changes to company forms were introduced on 1st October 2009. These new forms are available on Companies House website (www.companieshouse.gov.uk).

5. Constitution
Companies incorporated post 1 October 2009 will have a memorandum of association which simply states the details of the subscribers and their desire to form a company. Any other information from
the current memorandum will instead be contained in the articles of association. Existing companies will only need to update their memorandum and Articles to the new format when they wish to amend them. This new change should make the updating of your Memorandum a lot easier.
More information can be found at:

· Directory for Social Change: http://www.dsc.org.uk 
· NCVO: http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk 
· Charities Commission: www.charitycommission.gov.uk   
· Companies House web site: http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk
· Visit and register at: www.sandy-a.co.uk/managing.htm#companiesact 






